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LUTIER

[r, Hoeh gave the comments found
below in the Theological Research
class of 9 October 1969, They are
important in discovering the raal
Martin Iuther!

The quotes that I will read and comment on are found in Chapter One of Tha &
bridee Hiatory of the Bihle (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, ngland, 1963),
This work as & whole gives the best summery available of the histary of the English
Bible in the western world as well as the rise of Higher Criticism and modern theo-
logical reasoning. : - o o

This first chagter is entitled "The Bible in the Reformation"™ and opens with
these statements: "The reformers dethroned the pope end enthroned the Bible. This
is the common assertiomn; but when so slated 4t 18 not valid, because a book camnot
replace a man, 4 book has to be interpreted, This was the main reason why suthore
ity had come to be ascribed to the pope in faith and morals, Catholics argued that
if there were no infallible interpreter, there could be no infallible revelatiom,
Seripture at many points is not clear, and when a difference of opinion arises as
to the meaning, unless there be some authoritative way of knowing which is right,
the inevitable result will be uncertainty o  « " ‘

Ihe Bihble Interprots the Bibla

The Protestants indeed, as far as they were concerned, dethraned the pope;
then they atlempted to enthrane the Bible as the final suthority —- without real-
izing that there are passages in scripture which ara noh clear to most people!

Is there amyone in this room who feels that gll passages of scripture are ghsp-
Jutely glaar to him or her? :

The point should be as obvious to us as to enybody!

It is not, however, as our author, Roland Bainton, says here that the Book
has to be interpreted from a wholly outside source. This is a mistakem idea that
we do not have to dwell cn at length here. The Bible gives ita omn sxplanation
of things that are self-contained. There may be scme things in terms of back-
ground information where one would have to give an explanation to the Bible that
lieg outside; but this would only have to do with items 1like farming tools or
something 1like that which is not part of the spiritual revelation, but merely
a part of the vocabulary which has to be interpreted by external evidemce not
self-contained in the scripture, That's a linguistic matter rather than a spir-
itual matter. That kind of problem is only incidental end by no meems basioc,

Other than that, it is clear that the Scripture must find an explametion
within itself if God is spealdng to man. Certain passages in the Bible that ares
obscure are made plain by other passages, There was a time, of course, with less
Scripture, that there had to be also the perscmal revelation of an individual —
as when God spoke and commmicated with Moses and the prophets, Even as late as
the time of Jesus Christ there was an authoritative, if you please, interpreter;
there was an authority to axplain some of the things that the Apostles didn't
understand, )
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But when God's revelation is all complete as we now have it (for this day ),
the Scripture does not need to be interpreted by an outside source, But this does
pot mean that there can be a sufficient authority in the Scripture so that indi-
viduals may make their appeal to this authority exclusively because it is so alear

and plain to everybody including the lowest layman and the least educated, It
just isn't so! : :

This is why God, even in the latest revelation, ardainaed a teaching authar-
dly — & ministry rather than a priesthood — that should be qualified and trained
to explain vhat is there having deduced the interpretation of one passage by means
of another, letting the scripture interpret itself, If we were to turn over the
understanding of the Bible just to every laymeam or every student, you know where
the Church of God would shortly end up! It would be 1ike the Sardis Era wdth :
each person doing his own thing, Some would say divorce and remarriage 1s okay,
others that it's wrong; some would say eating wmolean meats is a spiritual sin,
some that it was a physical one; some would keep Passover on the 15th, scme on
the 14th, some in one month, some in emother, That whole church is divided and
confuged! There is no one in authority in that church in whom Christ lives,
(There may be mome in whom Christ lives in the church, but neme in authority, )

So the Protestants made the major mistake of assuming that a hogk alana was
clear enough that anybody could appeal to it end come up with the right answer
—anybody! This was the theme, 'All you had to do was have public education, so
the public school system was developed, W . ‘

Ag a regult we have Luthereanism, Zwingliism—which was the evangelical bramch
that ultimately, in Germamy, joined to be the évangelical lutheran movement; and
that is divided into all kdnda of groups. Then you lnow of all the Iutheream groups
in Amerioca—-the Missouri Synod and the American Synod are just two main cnes {the
former conservative, the latter liberal). #nd in England there is the Church of
togland; and broken off that are the Methodista, and the Methodists are split be-
tween the north and the south, We have the Baptists who claim to be earlier then
ay of these; and the Baptists are eplit up also. So, when all is said and done,

~we have these major Protestant divisions——emd then divisions within the divisions!

Different groups sub-divide lower and lower depending cn the type of argument: they
argue about the pastor or doctrine or money matters or whatever, ‘ :

This is vhat has happened in the Protestant Ghristian world for the sgimple
reason that they attempted to put a hogk in absolute authority without an guthori-
tative, inspired ministry through whom Christ was working,

The Real Inther

We have to see this to understand the origixial flaw of Protestantiam in its
initial inceptiom, In other words, the Protestents didn't even tsake the Bible at

. face value! How could they if spiritual things are spiritually discerned and all

ithey had was Martin Iuther??!!~-a monk of the Augustinian order who believed that-
getting back to the faith was getting back to Augustine; who believed the Book of
Egther really didn't belang in the Bible and that the Epistle of James was a book
of straw; who explained the Book of Hevelation until he discovered the seventeenth
chapter and then said this should not normally be made available any longer!
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Iutheran ministers today are advised, in certain Imtheran publications, to be
careful how they describe the Church of Rome ™because, after all, she is our Mothar!"

And then we should not fail to mention Henry VIII and his first wife, and his

gsecond one, and his third; amnd you can go all the way down the line through number
six! Then you can understand how the Church of Fpgland arose.

Mr, Meredith brought out many interesting things about Luther's career in his
thesis on the Protestant Reformation (which was published serially in the Plain Iruth
beginning July, 1958), For example, Iuther approved polygsamy because he had to have
the backing of the prince in order to survive as a religious entity in his area of
Germany; so he rationalized that perhaps this prince was more noble than other people
and alao more troubled by sex than others and should necessarily have more than one
wife in a situation 1like that! : -

Iythar'a Theology

Now as the Bible developed in the Reformation it was tremslated into the var-
ious languages to make it avallable to the people because, if there is ultimately
no pope, there must be scmething else to which people can look, 4nd gince there
was no other teaching authority present on the sceme, they thought they could put
the Bible in that position but they falled to realize that spiritual things are
gpiritually discerned. : o :

Ultimately the Catholic Church had to declare lather a haretia for going so
far as he did, He engaged in a number of theological debates, His ideas basically
. centered around a verse in the writings of Paul -~ Romens 3:28 - to which he added
-\~ - & word, and this became the basis of his doctrine, In Latin the word is agla—only;
‘that is, saved by faith glgna! - : : : :

You may remember that Iuther went through this series of experiemces: He went
- to Rome after he had punished himself and beaten himself, By going through all
. these penances and by visiting the Eternal City smd its holy places, he thought he
might rid his oconscilence of guilt, But after seeing that cesspool {xia conscience
still troubled him!

Nothing seemed to satisfy until he read his intarpretation into a verse in the
-« writings of Paul which mentioned being "justified by faith"™; and he added the Latin
~w.« word ggla. This gave hig complete satisfaction, 4And so the German tranalation read
*through faith alone," tually two verses in Romans are being alluded to here —
BRomens 1:17 —= "The just shall live by faith" — wvhich Luther said opened the gates
of Paradise for him; and Romans 3328 in which he inserted the word glgne later whem
ke produced his German tramslation,/ Faith is a basic aspect of the whole picture
but Luther put it entirely out of proper pergpective when he ingerted that word
_ Sela or alain -~ alone, ane, by itself, Repentence, faith, obedience must all work
in conjunction; faith alone is insufficient. There 18 more to it than that, Mnm,

Meredith explains the fallacies of Imther's doctrine very clearly in his accoumt of
the Reformation,

- But Iather didn't have anything else to fall back on, He had rejected penance,
i~ he had laid aside the concept of penance. #nd penance was, of course, maximized in
" the beginning of the 16th century with the building of St, Peter's,
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, Here was this great public building being erected. This public building had
.. @ functien: it was to be a kind of tgmple for the Catholic Churgh, 1f you please,

\.-" That's what it was! The German financial houses had loaned. the pope the money -
and they demanded repayment. 4nd, unlile the Jews who might have charged 15 to
25% interost, most of the Germsn houses charged 100 to 400% interest! These
German houses—TFugger, for instance (see pp. 364~5 in the Mainstremm text)--had
this money, loaned it to the pope, and the pope, in order to pay them back, sold
dndulzences to the people.

The idea wltimately developed that you could sell them in advanca of sin!
Not merely to forgive sin that was in the past, but now you could pay so much
money and any sins you might commit in the futura would also be forgivem, Now,
of course, theological considerations might have demanded repentence upon doing
. 80 to make the indulgence valid; but people soon begen to conclude that mere pEY~
ment of money was sufficient, .Afterall, you had the written paper to prove it!
. This is how money was collected to pay the Church's debts,

So the building of St, Petor's in Rome was actually the cause, the actual
cause, of the Reformation, There would have been no Reformation without that
building, It was the financial burdem which broks the back of the common people
who wemted some kind of change., The social climate was right for what occurred,
If there had not been such a financial burdem which led to this extravaganza in
indulgences, then there would not have been a reaseon for luther to enter into
his initial arguments with Dr, Eck (Leipzig debate of 1519) over these matters.
He would have just been a heretic with nothing to argue about, i1f he had ever
even become cne, He probably would have had nothing to argue about because the
land wouldn't have been full of so many sins.

But when you have sold these indulgences in advemes, you obviously encourage
adultery, bigamy, polygemy, drunkemness, and all the other things people want to
do! Now they could sin with a clear comscience! :

And remember, the Holy Roman Bmpire was still going strong. At this time it
was prospering under the rule of the Hapsburgs, It waen't destroyed internally
- until the Thirty Years' War of 1618-48. So the Germans at this time had control
of most of the economy of the world: Wherever the British, the Spenish, the Portu~
guese, or even the French gallecns were going around the world (they might have
~Y had Spanish or Italiamn or Portuguese or English or French sailors), they were fi-
nanced wiih German mopgy! Most pecple don't realize it was Germen money that
sent Magellan around the world — becsuse it was the big empire in Europe!

This ldnd of situation led to moral decline from within, It's like Amerioa
today: We are the moneyed peoples and this is the moneyed time, We have more money
in the hands of common people who are free now to sin more! It just goes hand-in-
hand, When you have to work hard and put in long hours, you don't have time for
sin, That should be clear, ’

The wealth of our society is similar to that in Luther's Germany with similar
Idnds of trickery and fraud going on. They were doing it then in the name of indul-
gences, and you can be gure in the long run there were people selling them who were
in no way authorized to do so!!l : :
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Luther's attitude toward certain parts of the Bible are very interesting, He
said, "I so hate Esther and II Maccabees that I wish they did not exist,®

Do you know why Luther hated the Book of Lsther? It wasn't that God's name

does not appear in it, That's the axguse that was given later! It was samething
deeper, 4And it wasn't becsuse he didn't understand the rmeaning, He did under-

.8stand the meaning—-that's why he hated the book! Esther tells of the deliveranoce

of the Jawm! This was the book in which the Jews slaughtersd their enemies who

_ were going to slaughter them! 4nd God delivered the Jews wo gbayed Him, and saw

to it that their enemies uyho were sinhers were punished!

What was the state of the Jews in Germany? Who was punishing and persecuting
the Jews? I meen, 400 years before Hitler! Why, the Germans also. They were have
ing their pogroms in that day too. They hadn't arrived yet at the "final solution"!
That was left for Hitler—to try to find a final solution to this "problem" that
had been going on for centuries, -

\ Iuther wrote a pamphlet entitled "The Jews and Their Lies!"™ . 'Now do you under-
stand why he hated the Book of Egther? Because in his mind this was & Jawlah book
foiated into Scripture to juatify themselves. And he gaw the Germen Christian
people—in fact, the Christian pecple of the Roman Empire and of the whole Christe
ian world--gondemmed by the Book of Egther because they had done, and were doing,
Lo the Jaws what Haman, and those who hated the Jews in the Peraian realm, wanted
to do to them, That's quite significamt! '

And, of course, II Maccabees has to do with part of the story of the deliveramoce
of the Jews from the Syrians, Maccabees was not a part of the Bible but it was in

. the Catholic canon as part of the Apocrypha, As such, it also drew luther's wrath!

"I gg hate Egther , , . that I wish [ﬂ.ﬂ did not exist, There is too much Juda-
ism in 223.7 and not a little heathenism.” I'm quoting this (lsaving out II Macca-
bees) to give you the spirit, ‘ _ '
James, Rovelation, Hobraws

Now a few brief observations pertaining to the New Testament., The Protestants
have kept the New Testament intact ngt because they were ahble to diseern Seripture
from non-Scripture, but because they follwed the decisions of the Smod of Carthage
(398 A.D.), The Protestants follow the Catholic Church even in the books of the New
Testament-—they wouldn't know which to leave in and which to leave out! If ILuther
had not followed the Catholic Church in this matter, he'd have left the Epistle of
James out. 4#nd most people would discard Revelation! Let's notice a fow more
statements about Iuther, ,

"Iuther's caustic remark about the Epistle of Jamea is notorioug: he charao-
terized it as an ‘epistle of straw,' As for Rgvelatign, in 1522 he declared that
he could not regard it as prophetic or apostolic or evem as the work of the Holy

-Ghost because so replete with visions and images. The worst was that in this book

Chrigt wea naither faucht nor lnown. Iuther would not impose his own opinion upon
others, but for himself his spirit could not find its way into this book. Y:t de=-
spite these strictures he did not exclude any of these books from the camnon," He
just went along with the Catholic tradition (except for the Apocrypha) in this
matter,
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If this is the beginning of Protéstantism, what shall the gng be?

How could Protestantiam go in any direction if it began as such with a man who
hated and rejected one book of the Bible, called amother the 'book of straw,' and
denied a third book even being written by the Spirit of God in anybody? A book
that tells about the retwmn of Jesusg Christ in.which Iuther could find pothing o
bout Christ even being taught or known? No, he knew what was in that book to start
with «— and far better than most! But when his mind closed to that, his mind closed
to the whole book, _ .

. Mud Iuthor Ba A Iutheran Todey?

Now there are conservative Iutherans in Amerioas who have taken s much more oon-
servative view than Iuther himself did on this subject, Or, as we might say, it is
questionable whether, if Iuther were here he'd be a Iutheran!! :

Wo go on: "Iuther could not regard Hevelation as apostolic or Hebrews as Paul-
ine furitten by Paul/, but dislodged neither from the cancm," Now the Greek church

. said the Book of Hebrews wag written by Paul, And the Catholie Church now suthori-

tatively says it was written by Paul in its traditional explanation based on Greek

ﬁ:atem“. It was Luther who demied the Pauline aguthorship of the Epistle to the
brews. ' .

Luther!s "test was whether a book proclaimed Christ, 'That which does not preach
Christ is not apostolic, though it be the work of Peter or Paul amnd conversely that
which does teach Christ is apostolic even though it be written by Judas, Annas, Pi-
late, Herod,'" So said Martin Luther! Is that clear?—wor is that madness!!

This tied in directly with his doctrine: The question is, Was it aspostolic in
authority?--go that his ultimate definition had to be, if faith alone was all that
was required, you had to have faith in Christ., &nd this is why "The Iutheran Hour"
says that it ‘preaches Christ to the nations'~~"faith alona!"-—agla!!

It is inevitable that modern higher criticlam would develop if this 1s the way
it began! . .

I believe that most people, and even Lutherans, don't know what Luther taught
about Scripture. Those of you here who are Iutheran in background, did you learn

‘what he said about Esther, James, Hebrews or Revelatiom? - It would be very rare if

you did!
We have almost all, if not all, of the works of Iuther in the library if you
want to look into them, Check the fut:her collection in the Fine Arts library,



